To 


WBRARY 


The CHAIRMAN and MEMBERS of the CREDITON RURAL DISTRICT COUNCIL. 


ANNUAL REPORT, 1943. 


Ladies and Gentlemen, 
I beg to submit my Annual Report as Medical 


Officer of Health for the year 1943. The Report has been drawn up 


as briefly as possible, in accordance with instructions from the 
Ministry of Health that essential statistics only be given. 


This year sees a resumption on a small scale of work in 
connection with Housing Schemes and work has commenced on some 
of the houses to be erected for Agricultural Workers under the 
Government's War-time Programme. 


The question of water’supplies for the District as part of 
@ comprehensive Scheme embracing the North Devon Area has also 
been considered. Consultations as to water supplies have taken 
place between the D.C.C. and the Rural District Councils of 
North Devon regarding a scheme to supply the greater portion of 
North Devon with water from sources on Dartmoor. The consult- 
ations are proceeding satisfactorily. The need for this scheme 
is great; large areas in this District are without adequate 
water supplies and suitable sources of supply are not available 
within the District. No substantial Housing Programme should be 
undertaken until adequate water supplies are available. 


STATISTICS AND SOCIAL CONDITIONS OF THE AREA. 


Area - 93,370 acres. 
Estimated population, 9,530 in 1943 Excluding evacuees 
™ ba 9,500 in 1942 " bs 
4 ¥ 9,358 in 1939 eS id 
Vi _ 10,081 in 1931. 
Number of Inhabited Houses, 2,970. 
Rateable Value, £26,824. . Product of id. Rate, £125. 5. 6. 


District - Agricultural. 


1 Milk Factory, 1 small Manure Factory, 1 small Fruit Pulping Factory. 


Live Births:- Legitimate; Males 52, Females 51, Total 103, 
™ bs Illegitimate; Males 2, Females 5, Total 7. 


Rate per 1,000 estimated population, 11.5. 
Deaths:- Males 38, Females 45, Total 83. 
Rate per 1,000 population, 8.8 in 1943, 
" 4 e _ 9.8 in 1942, 
™ " ” i 9.2 in 1939. 
Deaths from Puerperal Sepsis - 0. 
Deaths from other Puerperal Causes - 0 


Deaths of infants under 1 year of age:- Legitimate, 2. 
= . 3 ° . ® Illegitimate, 0. 


Deaths from Cancer, 10. 


= * Measles. 0. 


/Deaths 
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(2) 
Deaths from Whooping Cough, 0. 
" "Diarrhoea (under 2 years of age), 0. 
" "Pneumonia, 4. 


" " Pulmonary Tuberculosis, 0. 
GENERAL PROVISIONS OF HEALTH SERVICES FOR THE AREA. 


Staff of the Health Department. 
Officers. 


Medical Officer of Health - Dr. W.S.O'Loughlin, M.D., M.R.C.0.G. 
Chief Sanitary Inspector - Mr S.M.Perriam, C.R.S.I., M.S.I.A. 
Asst. " Mr D.Heard. (On Army Service). 
Temporary Assistant do. Mr W.Noye. 


Hospital and Nursing Arrangements. 


There has been no change in the Ambulance, Hospital and 
Clinic Services in the Disyrict. These and the Laboratory 
facilities are satisfactory. 


SANITARY CIRCUMSTANCES IN THE AREA. 
WATER. 


Supplies in the District were again insufficient in the 
summer. The low winter rainfall, together with increased demands 
owing to evacuees, has made the position very difficult and the 
hours of supply in some of the villages have had to be greatly 
restricted. 


DRAINAGE, 
No new drainage works have been carried out. 
HOUSING. 


The erection of houses has been at a standstill and only 
very slight repair work has been done. The majority of the rural 
cottages, already old, are rapidly deteriorating owing to the 
long period of enforced neglect. 


Under the Government's War-time Programme for the erection 
of Cottages for Agricultural Workers, eight cottages were allo- 
cated to the District. Work was commenced on these but has now 
stopped owing to differences between the Contractor and the Council. 


INSPECTION AND SUPERVISION OF FOOD. 


Premises used for the production of food have been inspected 
and action taken where necessary. 


REFUSE COLLECTION. 


Refuse is collected in a few of the larger villages. The 
number of tins and bottles, etc., collected has greatly increased 
during the past few years and considerable difficulty is experienced 
in finding suitable dumps. A central dump for the whole District is 
eequired, with a reorganisation of the arrangements for collection. 
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(3) 
INFECTIOUS AND OTHER DISEASES. 


Table of Notifiable Diseases occurring 
during the year. 


Cases Admitted to 
Notified. Hospital. Deaths 
Scarlet Fever 4 3 0 
Diphtheria 4 x: O 
Enteric Fever e) @) @) 
Puerperal Pyrexia 1 6) 0 
Erysipelas a 8) 0 


SCARLET FEVER, 


Only 4 cases were reported. Three were removed to Hospital. 
All recovered. 


DIPHTHERIA. 
The only case reported during the year recovered after 
Hospital treatment. The immunisation of children has been 
continued on a systematic basis in co-operation with the General 


Practitioners. Approximately 90% of the children in the District 
have been immunised. 


TUBERCULOSIS. 


The number of new cases notified during the year has decreased 
as compared with the number reported in 1942, 


SCABIES. 


The number of cases has lessened this year and the didease 
has given very little trouble. 


VENEREAL DISEASE. 


No cases came to my notice. 


Yours faithfully, 
(Sgd) W.S.O' LOUGHLIN 


MEDICAL OFFICER OF HEALTH. 
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